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HONOURS: « Armstong Cup (Reserves) 1966, 77 ¢ Ampol Cup (Buffalo Cup) 1968, 
71, 72, 77, 80, 86, 87 ° Dockerty Cup 1968, 69, 79, 80, 83, 85, 90 e Championships — State 
League 1968, 78, 79 « State League Cup 1978, 79, 80, 81, 83, Ansett Charity Shield 1986 
¢ VSF Coach of the year 1989 — Ivan Raznjevic « NSL Youth Champions 1990. 


CLUB RECORDS 


Top NSL Score 6-0 vs Blacktown City 1989 
Top Cup Score 5-0 vs Beograd Wo’ville 1978 
Top Club Scorer 13 goals Paul Lewis 1988 


1990 LEAGUE TABLE POSITION 
Pos Ww D L F A Pts 
3rd 14 7 5 42 23 35 
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Change White White White 
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MAP REFERENCE 
Publisher Map # Grid 
Melway 2h AG 


EDITOR: ZELJKO SABO 
PRINTER: KRESO TRSAN TICK TAG PRINTERS 


144 Errol Street, North Melbourne 
Telephone: (03) 328 4547 


Metro Travel 


365 Victoria Street, Abbotsford 3067. Tel: (03) 429 6722 
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


On behalf of the Melbourne Croatia Soccer Club | wel- 
come everybody to today’s match against our local rival, 
South Melbourne Hellas. After last week’s 3-0 loss to 
Marconi we know South will be looking to avenge the 
defeat today and a great battle should be in order. 

As a club Melbourne Croatia is currently enjoying one 
of its best seasons and we now lead the NSL ladder for 
the second successive week. Of course, this will mean little unless we 
win the title at the end of the season, but at least we are well placed to 
carry out that objective as the year progresses. Like all clubs, we are 
looking to ways of improving our performance on and off the field, and 
| would like to take this opportunity to invite the younger brigade of 
Croatia supporters to get involved with the running of the club. Too 
often young people think their only contribution can be in supporting 
or playing but the club is at all times searching for fresh ideas and 
enthusiasm to carry us into the next decade. 

We know there are many young professional people who support 
the club of a Sunday who would be great assets to the club in many 
ways and we would be loath to see the club become an old fashioned 
group of men. So both men and women, come forward, take part in 
the running of your club and help guide us toward continued success 
in the coming years. 


STANKO POLJICAK 
VICE PRESIDENT 


KLUBSKE TRENERKE MOGU SE KUPITI U KLUBU SVAKOG 
PETKA NAVECER ILI NEDJELJOM POSLIJE UTAKMICE. 


ZA SVE INFORMACIJE OBRATITE SE KOD GDE BRANKE 
GARMA NA BRZOGLAS 337 9097. 
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ED MELBOURNE CROATIA 

re SOCCER CLUB 
COLOURS: Red Shirts, White 
Shorts, Blue Socks. 


JOSIP BISKIC 
(Captain) 

Born 20.12.59. Came over 
from N.K. Slavonski Brod 
(Croatia) in 1981. Is a very 
skillful player, and has won 
Best-Fairest for Croatia on two 
occasions. Has represented 
for the Victoria team. 


MILLER David 
RADOS Joe 
GEORGE Hannah 
MARTH Andrew 
DAVISDON Alan 
BERGAM Denis 
SELEMIDIS Theo 
DONNELLY Paul 
TALAJIC Marko 
BISKIC Josip 
MILOSEVIC Branko 
DUZEL ivan 

SILIC Marko 
PETRAVIC Damir 
GRBAC 

KELIC Ivan 
AWARITEFE Francis 
CALETA Joe 
BACAK Josip 
SKENDEROVIC Husein 


COACH: KEN WORDEN 


STATISTICS 


Metro Travel 


365 Victoria Street, Abbotsford 3067. Tel: (03) 429 6722 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


L 
] | | 'J COLOURS: Blue Shirts, Blue Shorts, 
Blue Socks. 


ANGIE 
POSTECOGLOU 
(Captain) 

Born 27.1.65; NSL Debut 
1984; Sth. Melb. junior. 9 
Aust. Youth and 4 Socceroo 
App. 


BLAIR Steve 

BOUTSIANIS Con 
DURAKOVIC Mehmet 
FERNANDES Paul 

HEALY David 

LILIKAKIS Michael 
MACLAREN Bruce 
MICHALAKOPOULOS Michael 
MICHEIL Harry 
PALATSIDES Joe 
PETERSON Mike 
POSTECOGLOU Angie 
TALIADOROS Kimon 
TASIOS Steve 

TSOLAKIS Peter 

TRIMBOLI Paul 

WADE Paul 

WRIGHT Danny 

COACH: FERENC PUSKAS 


Today’s two clubs have met on 17 occasions, with Melbourne Croatia winning only 
three, drawing four and losing 10. 

At home, Croatia has won once, drawn twice and lost four times in the seven 
encounters, while away it has won twice, drawn once and lost five times. 

The two have never met in a cup match but in their two finals clashes Croatia has 
drawn one and lost the other. In all, Croatia has scored 18 goals and conceded 26 
against South Melbourne. 

Croatia’s biggest win was 4-0 at Olympic Park in 1989 and biggest loss was 3-0 at 
Middle Park in 1984. (Statistics supplied courtesy of Greg Blake, Melbourne editor of 
A.S.W.) 


Metro Travel 


365 Victoria Street, Abbotsford 3067. Tel: (03) 429 6722 
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Today’s Visitors to Croatian Sports Centre are 


SOUTH MELBOURNE HELLAS 


Founded in 1948 


CLUB RECORDS 
Top NSL Score 7-0 vs Newcastle Rose 1984 
Top Cup Score 6-2 vs Canberra City 1983 
Top Club Scorer 22 goals Doug Brown 1984 


NSL HONOURS 
NSL Champions - 1984 
National Conference Premiers - 1984 : 1985 
NSL Cup Winners - 1990 


1990 LEAGUE TABLE POSITION 
Pos WwW D L F A Pts 
2nd 15 6 5 42 28 36 


ABOUT OUR VISITOR... 


South Melbourne Hellas has a proud record in the National Soccer League of one 
NSL championship, in 1984, and one NSL Cup win, earlier this year. The club was 
runner-up to Sydney City in 1981 for the championship and was runner-up to Syd- 
ney Croatia for the cup in 1987. The team is coached by former Hungarian football 
legend Ferenc Puskas, now in his second season at the club. Puskas has at his 
disposal a squad of fine young talent mixed with experienced players such as 
captain Angie Postecogiou, Mehmet Durakovic, Joe Palatsides and Mike Petersen, 
who are among the oldest at the club at 25. Add to this the talents of Paul Wade, 
Paul Trimboli, Peter Tsoiakis and Steve Blair and it is no wonder the team has been a 
regular member of the top teams in the NSL for the past few years. 


SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS, THEY SUPPORT OUR CLUB. 


MAJOR SPONSOR Metro Travel 


365 Victoria Street, Abbotsford 3067. Tel: (03) 429 6722 


PLAYER’S PROFILE... 
introducing Frances Awaritefe 


After an indifferent start to the season striker Frances Awaritefe has 
justified his recent inclusion in the team with a brace of goals to be 
among the leading scorers in the NSL. Awaritefe, 26, has an even 
bigger motivation to do well in today’s match against South Mel- 
bourne. Soon after arriving in Australia in July 1988, he trialled with 
South Melbourne, the closest club to his suburb of Elwood, but the 
ne then coach Brian Garvey, didn’t seem interested. The English striker 
cs m then tried his luck with Croatia and has been one of the stars of the 
7 NSL ever since. 

After a career which included stints with Wimbledon and Brighton reserves and 
with semi professional non-league sides Barnett and Sutton United, Awaritefe came 
to Australia because his girlfried at the time was returning home after spending time 
in England. And although that relationship no longer continues, Awaritefe is content 
with life Down Under and has obtained permanent residency status. A computer 
operator with BHP in Melbourne, the Chelsea born front runner says he is confident 
Croatia can win the title this season under new coach Ken Worden. 

‘He’s only been here a few weeks but he has already impressed us with his 
knowledge of soccer and his honest approach,’ he said. ‘There is no doubt the talent 
is there among the team but it’s needed someone to bring it all together.’ 

In his spare time he likes to listen to a wide range of music from reggae to funk and 
likes to visit a nightclub occasionally or a cocktail bar. He says he has not received 
much racist comment, being one of the few black players in the NSL, and if anything 
that type of behaviour occurs more in the English game. 

Awaritefe’s ambition is to continue to improve with every game and help shoot 
Croatia into the champion’s position by season’s end. 


LATEST NEWS 


Melbourne Croatia welcomes new addition to its squad, Andrew Wright, who arrived 
last Wednesday. Andrew, 23, is a defender from Stirling Macedonia, Perth and is 
highly rated by our new coach Ken Warden. The Committee in attempting to consoli- 
date our position at the top of the NSL, signed Andrew to make our squad arguably 
the strongest in the competition and which is prepared for any injuries or suspen- 
sions in the second half of the season. 


SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS, THEY SUPPORT OUR CLUB. 


AND HERE IS HOW THEY STAND 
AFTER ROUND THIRTEEN 


MELB CROATIA 
Marconi 

SM Hellas 
Preston Mak 
Syd Croatia 
W’gong City 
Adel City 

Syd Olympic 
Melita Eagles 
APIA 
Heidelberg-Alex 
Sunshine GC 

St George 
W’gong Mac 


QUIT NSL TABLE 


AW ANARWOROARABDOBS 
OAANAWANOANAWMNOWTD 
NANO OMNWWHMHOAN ANSE 


TOP GOAL SCORERS 


12 Seal (Marc.); 10 Krslovic (S Cr.); 8 Kelic (M Cr.); 7 Spink (PM), Awaritefe (M Cr.); 
6 G. Brown (ME), Markovski (Marc.), Kindtner (SGC). 


THIS WEEK’S MATCHES 


Marconi 


Round 14 


Wollongong City Preston Makedonia 
St. George B.S.C. Apia Leichhardt 
Heidelberg United Sunshine George Cross 


Sydney Croatia 


MELBOURNE CROATIA South Melbourne Hellas 
Melita Eagles Wollongong Macedonia 
Adelaide City Sydney Olympic 


NEXT WEEK’S MATCHES 


South Melbourne Hellas 
Sydney Croatia 
Sunshine George Cross 
Apia Leichhardt 
Preston Makedonia 
Wollongong Macedonia 
Sydney Olympic 


Round 15 


Melita Eagles 
MELBOURNE CROATIA 
Marconi 

Heidelberg United 

St. George B.S.C. 
Adelaide City 
Wollongong City 


4 


em 


SAFE HANDS ... Former Croatia goalkeeper Mirko Kovacek makes a strong save against 
Polonia in 1968 Victorian State League match. 
(Photo by Z. Cierpisz) 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW... 


Mirko Kovacek 
Melbourne Croatia Goalkeeper, 1963-72 


Anyone who was a soccer follower 25 years ago, whether a Croatia fan or not, will 
remember the magical skills of Croatian goalkeeper Mirko Kovacek. A veteran of 
more than 150 games (Mirko himself has no idea how many senior games he played) 
Kovacek is possibly best remembered for his magnificent display in the 1968 Ampol 
Cup final when Croatia beat Slavia 2-1 with a goal in the last minute of extra time. 
Kovacek held out the relentless Slavia attack all day to be named man of the match 
in a standard he rates as equal, if not better than NSL level of today. 

Now 46, Kovacek has his own diesel mechanic business and lives with wife Jackie 
and children Michael, 15, and Alice, 13, at their Templestowe home. He is still a 
regular supporter of Croatia and says if it were not for the club he probably would 
never have played soccer after arriving in Australia from Osijek in 1963. 

Like many goalkeepers, Kovacek started in the position by pure accident. At age 
13, he was playing in midfield and attack but a game which fell on May 1 saw his 
team’s two goalkeepers make themselves unavailable because they wanted to go to 
the communist party’s march through the city. Kovacek took over in goal and never 
looked back. 


NEWS FLASHES... 


Former Melbourne Croatia star Eddie Krncevic, now one of Europe’s most famous 
Australian sons, is in Australia on a brief holiday. Eddie’s interests are not limited to 
soccer and last fortnight he was in Zagreb to witness the opening of a new nightclub 
he has invested in. Calied ‘The Best’, the nightclub has a capacity for 2000 people 
and was opened by Croatian president Dr Franio Tudjman. Eddie says the club, 
located near the Studentski Dom near Most Mladosti in Zagreb’s south-western 
suburbs, is exactly as its name testifies and is something never before assembled in 
Croatia. All at the club wish Eddie well with his new venture. 


Still in Zagreb, the newest board member of Dinamo Zagreb, to be known as of 
next season as Croatia Zagreb, had some words of praise for Melbourne Croatia 
Soccer Ciub in a recent interview published in Zagreb’s Sport magazine. Jure Klaric, 
apart from being a board member of Dinamo, is also director of Voce, one of 
Croatia’s most successful firms and has been on the board of Cibona, one of 
Europe’s premier basketball teams for several years. Speaking of the imminent 
name change at Dinamo, Klaric said: ‘| wouldn’t like to pour oil on the fire. | would 
only say that | respect Melbourne Croatia greater because it had its name when it 
was not allowed to — now every village here has its own Croatia.’ Klaric said the 
other aspect that bothered him with the name change was that it might lead to 
dissatisfied supporters yelling ‘Down with Croatia’, which could be misinterpreted 
by others. But, he conceded, Croatia was probably the best name of all the other 
ones suggested. 


A. Tilipé 


ONSTRUCTIONS pv... 


H.1L.A. 1360 


6/107 HOTHAM STREET __— DISPLAY: (052) 48 2919 
BALACLAVA 3183 A.H.: (052) 64 1599 


BUILDERS OF QUALITY HOMES 


We are importers of Italian ceramic tiles, 
mostly for our use in construction work, 
but we are currently offering a special 
deal to Melbourne Croatia Supporters. 
We have 5000 metres of tiles at special 
discounted prices, with one dollar from 
every metre sold being donated to the 
Melbourne Croatia Soccer Club. 
Take this opportunity to help yourself to 
valuable savings on quality 
merchandise, while also helping your 
team. 


Tel: (052) 48 2919 
(052) 78 7266 
(052) 64 1599 (AH) 


IVAN & MARIJA A.H. 4344552 KARLOVAC HOT BREAD 
CATERING FOR PARTIES 


NOVO OTVORENA PEKARA 


SLAVONIJA DELI SVE VRSTE PECIVA 


PITE OD JABUKA, 
C—234 PRESTON MARKET psn aide 
VLASNICI: MIJO, 
LJUBICA I VALDO MOVRE 
Specialising in 
Continental Smallgoods ACT URLOMS REAR, 
NORTH SUNSHINE 


Smoked Meats and Hams PHONE: 3125326 A.H. 3665215 


CROATIA 


Prireduje prigodom treée obljetnice 
Hrvatskog Sportskog Centra 
PIKNIK — IZLET 
13.1.1991. godine 
Odobor se pobrinuo za bogate domaée sepecijalitete na raznju. 
Svira popularna glazba MORE 
Ulaz bezplatan 
Dobro nam dosli 


ie a HRVATSKI NOGOMETNI KLUB 


Odbor 


SLAVONSKA VESELICA | 


Subota 26.1.1991 godine 
Veselicu prireduju Slavonci i sav prihod sa ove veselice 
ide u korist Hrvatskog nogometnog kluba Croatia 
Svi su dobro do$li 
Ulaznice u po cijeni od 50 dolara (Umirovijenici i Studenti 20 dolara) 
mogu se rezervirati kod: . 
Stjepan Seol brzoglas 465 6705 
Zeljko Sabo brzoglas 749 3370 
U cijenu ulaznice uracunata 
je bogata Slavonska vecera 
Veselica Ge se odrzati u prostrijama Hrvatskog Sportskog Centra — Sunshine 
Poéetak u 7 sati na veGer 
Svira glazba VESEL! SLAVONCI 


Odbor 


Suit NATIONAGSOCCE Rm 
Sag INFORMATION 


Call any one of the telephone numbers listed below to keep up to date with all the latest 
information on the National Soccer League and your club. This service also includes live 
ball-by-ball commentaries from Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney and Wollongong. 


NSL LIVE COMMENTARIES 


Call to hear one or two 
live games every weekend 


0055 21150 


For games played in 
SYDNEY-WOLLONGONG 


0055 21151 


For games played in 
MELBOURNE -ADELAIDE 


NSL HOTLINE 


0055 21166 


Call to hear all the latest scores, 
fixtures and news. 


Dhl Adhd blabbbllbdddidddddlaciaiilicieacaciic a 


ee DUBROVNIK STUDENI, VELJACA 


| REZERVIRAJTE NA VRIUJEME! : 
| SVIBANS, LIPANJ, SRPANJ, KOLOVOZ 1991 . 


: CLUB CALL CIRCUIT- 
; Call to hear all your club’s latest news, fixtures and weather reports 
. Adelaide City’. csorsseccscasserered 0055 21152 South Melbourne............0...... 0055 21159 
° s Apia Leichhardt................0006 0055 21153 St. George Budapest............... 0055 21160 
Metr 0 Travel, poznata hrvatska putnitka ‘ Peidebow ied. 0055 21154 Sunshine George Cross.........0055 21161 
agencija zastupa Croatia Airlines u Australiji. N MEBSOUIE sciccthsnnrcessrsarmacccssvarcess 0055 21155 Sydney Croatia ..ecccsccccesssseosees 0055 21162 
N Melita Eagles Parramatta ......0055 21156 Sydney Olympic... 0055 21163 
Za sve obavijesti obratite se na slijedeée adrese: : Melbourne Croatia ................ 0055 21157 Wollongong City... 0055 21164 
MELBOURNE: 365 Victoria St. Abbotsford 3067. tel.: 429 6722 N Preston Makedonia................ 0055 21158 Wollongong Macedonia........ 0055 21165 
SYDNEY: 5 kat, 379 Kent St. Sydney, tel.: 290 3866 A 
BRISBANE: 141 Melbourne St. South Brisbane, tel.: 846 2629 N All services are updated as the action happens. 
PERTH: 6 kat, 171 George’s Terrace, Perth, tel.: 481 2111 N This service is devised and managed by Information Dialling Services Pty Ltd. 
ADELAIDE: 18 Waymouth St. Adelaide, tel.: 231 4882 N For any inquiries contact (02) 319 4582 or Fax (02) 698 2175 
A All calls are charged at between 21 to 57 cents per minute maximum 
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Metro Travel 


365 Victoria Street, Abbotsford 3067. Tel: (03) 429 6722 


SPORTSKE | DRUSTVENO - ZABAVNE AKTIVNOSTI 
KLUBA U IDUCIH 8 TJEDANA. 


12.1.1991 GALA NIGHT 
13.1.1991 PIKNIK - IZLET 


13.1.1991 utakmica u gostima 


20.1.1991 DOMACA UTAKMICA 


26.1.1991 SLAVONSKA VECER - ZABAVA 
271.1991 PIKNIK - IZLET 
271.1991 Croatia u gostima 


3.2.1991 DOMACA UTAKMICA 


10.2.1991 DOMACA UTAKMICA 


17.2.1991 Croatia u gostima 


24.2.1991 DOMACA UTAKMICA 


3.3.1991 Croatia u gostima 


SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS, THEY SUPPORT OUR CLUB. 


ODGODENO 


Proslava trece obljetnice 
Hrvatskog Sportskog Centra 
Hrvatski Sportski Centar 


Syd Croatia v Melb Croatia 
C.S.C. Sydney 
Poetak u 7 sati na vecer 


Croatia v Sunshine G.C. 
Hrvatski Sportski Centar 
Pocetaku 6 sati na vecer 


Sav prihod sa ove zabave ide u korist Croatie 
Hrvatski Sportski Centar — Glazba 


Apia Leichhardt v Croatia 
Lambert Park Sydney 
Pocetak u 6 sati na vecer 


Croatia v Preston Makedonia 
Hrvatski Sportski Centar 
Pocetak u 6 sati na vecer 
Croatia v Wollongong City 

Hrvatski Sportski Centar 
Poéetak u 6 sati na vecer 


St George BSC v Croatia 
St George Stadium 
Poéetak u 6 sati na vecer 


Croatia v Heidelberg Utd. 
Hrvatski Sportski Centar 
Poéetak u 6 sati na vecer 


Croatia v Marconi 
Marconi Stadium 
Poéetak u 3 sata poslije podne 


AUTOGRAPHS 


TRADE MARK REGD 


“*COCA-COLA"’, ‘‘COKE”’ AND THE DYNAMIC RIBBON DEVICE ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS OF THE COCA-COLA COMPANY. 


Phone Bus. 338 8733, Ext. 841 A.H. 311 9505 
BAMBARA TRUCK REPAIRS Pty. Ltd. 
10 Bambara Court Stan Poljicak 
West Sunshine, 3020 Director 


SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS, THEY SUPPORT OUR CLUB 


XL WS 3 = ey 


DIRECTOR AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRERS 


10A VICTORIA CRESCENT, ABBOTSFORD, VIC. 3067 
TELEPHONE (03) 417 6606 
(03) 419 7852 


PANEL BEATING, SPRAY PAINTING EQUIPPED WITH LATEST GLASURIT 
& RESTORATION PAINTS & JIGGING SYSTEMS 


JAGUAR 4 - 1PEUGEOT 
TOYOTA \U® 


REPAIRERS OF GENERAL & PRESTIGE VEHICLES 


